Is Anyone Singing?

Marty Stover, Ph.D. with Missy Becker

Have yvou over taught 8 now song
or singmg gamo and (Bl you wern
the only one minging? Did you
avoid trying the song again for
fear no one would sing® Perhaps
you thought the childron dighiked
the song and activily.

In a recent elementary class:
room music methods elaze, 1 en:
oouraged the students to seloct a
song and teach it o children
One student, Missy Bocker, gave
the lollowing account of her expe
nence. Does this sound famihar?

MIZSY: | work at a loeal
Kmdercare after school, and

recently | decided to teach my
kids vne of the songs that | had

learned in Methods of Musee, The
song | chose was Fenny Song
Sometimes | feel awkward whon
wi sing in class, but | never do in
fromt. of my kids a1 Kindercare
Kids love o sing and they hove
for 1o vou sing with them, s |
thought teaching them a noew
song would be fun. When 1 first
taught the song. | must have
sung il through welve times
before 1 decided 1o siop playing
i he me and move on (o
apmpething else. All iwelve times,
I mnglﬁm song by mysell |
theught the children did not like
the song or the game. The nexi
day 1 came to work and the firsi

thing out of one Litle boy's mouth
wae, “Can we play the Penny
Giame oday? | was go oxcited, |
had thought that no one liked
the game, and that no one knew
the =ong Well, again, 1 was
wrong We sat down to play the
game, and | could not for the life
of me remember the melody of
the =ong. 1 10ld this to my class,
and one linde girl said, “Ull help
you,” and proceeded 1o sing the
whole zong. Sinoe then, we have
played the penny game a number
af imes and the kids kwve il
Talk nbout resding the feelings
ul my cla=s completely wrong'
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